Title: James Bond 007: Tomorrow Never Dies
Date of Publication: 1997
Viewed: 4/7/06
Directed by: Roger Spottiswoode
Written by: Ian Fleming


Genre: Action/Adventure/Thriller
Summary of ideas explored

Elliot Carver, a powerful media tycoon, uses his position of power to create political conflict between Britain and China for his own personal gain. Carvers uses his large media network, in particular his newspaper named ‘Tomorrow’, the irony is that he knows what is going on before the event actually happens, as he is creating the events reported.
Important Quotes

Carver:

“Tomorrow’s news … today”

Carver: 
“Mr. Stamper, I’m having fun with my headlines, I need to know the exact amount of survivors … I hope you use the right kind of ammunition”
Mike (Frontline): “So we go from attacking them to endorsing them?”

Relating to Frontline

This text relates back to Frontline in the episode “The Night of Nights” where we see an abuse of power by “Upstairs”. The higher level management pull the Telecom story as their sponsorship interests are directly concerned with Telecom and they do not want to jeopardize the relationship with them by screening a story that attacks them. Instead they turn this around to endorsing their products where Mike is given a mobile phone to sway him and do a story about their progression.
Title: Anchorman
Date of Publication: 2004
Viewed: 7/7/06

Directed by: Adam McKay
Written by: Will Ferrell
Genre: Comedy
Summaries of ideas explored
Anchorman tells the tale of Ron Burgundy, an anchor from San Diego whose news team achieves the number one rating in the city. However, in a time when the anchorman reigned supreme and the news was only read by a man, female journalists started to fight back to share in the glory of the local anchor, combating with sexist issues in a female world. The ego shared by the news team is damaged when they hear news that a female journalist is going to be joining their news team, where the team idolizes Ron and need constant assurance from the producer that none of them, especially Ron will get replaced.
Important Quotes

Veronica: 
  “Darling, I did the news, and I nailed it! … I nailed it!”
Ron: 

  “I can’t believe you did this to me?!
You read my news!!”

Wes Mantooth: “I understand they had to bring a female in, change your diapers, kiss your forehead”

(Narrator):
“the local anchorman reigned supreme, when people believed everything they heard on TV, this was an age when only men were allowed to read the news”

Brian (Frontline): “You hit the mark with these viewers, the exec’s are happy, and the sales department’s over the moon … You made these ratings”
Relating to Frontline

In “Playing the Ego card”, the members of the new team’s egos are always getting in the way of what the “truth” is and what is to be shown to their audience. Brian’s ego is prevalent in the final scene when he talks to Brooke, Mike, Ann and Evan (one of the execs). Brooke, Mike and Ann hear the version of the truth that pleases them, while the Exec hears the version of the “truth” that best pleases Brian’s ego.

Title: 60 Minutes speak out of turn
Date of Publication: 19/6/2006
Viewed: 16/7/06

Composed by: Media watch (ABC Network)

Genre: News/Informative (Online/TV)
Summary of ideas explored

In this episode of ‘Media watch’ we learn of tactics used by 60 Minutes (Channel Nine) where they disregarded a suppression order imposed by the Supreme Court regarding the case of Bruce Burrell, the man convicted for Kerry Whelan and Dorothy Davis’ murders. The suppression order didn’t give permission for the media to report on anything to do with Ms Davis’ case, but Channel Nine persevered and showed the interview that Richard Carlton did in 1997, which directly contradicted the suppression order from the Supreme Court.
Important Quotes

“Following an application from 60 Minutes, the Supreme Court lifted a suppression order on the Burrell case.

He’s been charged with another murder, widow Dorothy Davis, who disappeared in 1995. Bruce Burrell is expected to go to trial next year.”

— 60 Minutes, 11th June, 2006
“This variation only allows the media to publish/broadcast the fact that Burrell faces another murder charge in relation to Mrs Davis.

The initial suppression remains in place which prohibits the publication of any further information relating to Mrs Davis, as per the transcript of 20 October 2005.”

· Email from Sonya Zadel, NSW Supreme Court Public Information Officer

Relating to Frontline

This relates back to “The Siege” when Marty and the camera crew decided to twist the 3km exclusion zone put up by the Police in order to get better footage for their story. It shows the lack of co-operation with authority and the daring tactics that some news teams will go to in order to get the story that they want, possibly compromising situations like this where there were hostages involved.

Title: Rowe Pregnant
Date of Publication: 21/7/06
Viewed: 30/7/06

Composed by: News.com.au (News Limited)
Genre: News (Online)
Summary of ideas explored

The article discusses Jessica Rowe’s pregnancy that has just been publically broadcasted on the ‘Today’ show on Channel Nine every morning. The reporter tips that this has been a publicity move by Channel Nine to try and compete with the talk about kids that David Koch does on the rival breakfast show ‘Sunrise’ with Yahoo 7 in order to help it’s sliding ratings, that started when Rowe was hired three months ago.

Important Quotes

"It solves the problem that Nine doesn't have to fire her now.”

"She can make a graceful exit, go and have a child and probably go back to Ten or be available to work in a number of areas."

 Relating to Frontline
In the Frontline episode “We Aint Got Dames” we see the news team take a more feminine approach to their stories to try and attract back the female audience that they have lost. Mike is the focus of this new campaign, we see the dramatised promo that Brian has ordered to be shot, portraying the image that Mike is a compassionate, family man in the attempt to attract more female viewers. The representation of the truth that has been changed in this episode is Mike’s sweat shop story. The story doesn’t appeal enough to females (who in Brian’s mind don’t have large attention spans) so the story is completely changed around into a story about Australia fashion, a story that will directly appeal to women in Australia (the target audience).
Title: Today Tonight’s Spoiler
Date of Publication: 24/7/06
Viewed: 4/8/06
Composed by: Media Watch (ABC Network)
Genre: News (Online/TV)
Summary of ideas explored

Media Watch looks into the delay of a story about a dying mother looking for a bone marrow donor, only until after the mother has died and there are “12 children left without their mother” that the story was screened. Today Tonight only showed the story when another Current Affairs show screened the footage, and even then highlighted the fact about the children in order to obtain maximum ratings. Today Tonight put the story on the ‘shelf’ until the mother died and left the 12 children, to obtain higher ratings.
Important Quotes

“Naomi Robson: Now when mother of 12 Tamra Smith was diagnosed with leukaemia her main concern was for the well-being of her 12 children and it was her dying wish that her kids would be able to stay together.(edit) 

Tamra: And I do so miss them. That’s the hard part.(edit) 

Rohan Wenn: What sort of a mum and wife is Tamra? 

Brian (Tamra's husband): Oh, you couldn’t get anything better. Yeah. Just...an angel, I suppose you’d call her.”

— Channel 7, Today Tonight, 21st November, 2005
“Australia’s super granny. “I made a promise to my dying daughter that I would look after her children.”
Raising 11 grandchildren against amazing odds — “I’m doing the best I possibly can.” Her inspiring battle to honour her daughter's dying wish. “They were her life.” 

— Channel 9, A Current Affair promo, 21st November, 2005

Relating to Frontline

Another example of a story going on the ‘shelf’ for later use is demonstrated through the episode “Smaller Fish to Fry” of Frontline. After Mike receives a ‘dynamite story’, Brian claims he needs more time to look over the story, to ‘double check facts’. Eventually the tape goes ‘missing’ shortly after ‘Upstairs’ start leaning on Mike indirectly to not run the story as it conflicts with their agendas. In both texts the sources of the information for the stories are let down, the truth is twisted or delayed until it’s most convenient for the people in charge.
